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Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting Commissioner 


lection Day is Tuesday, 
November 7. NJDOTers don’t 
have to be reminded how impor- 
tant it is to exercise their voting privilege. 
Besides gubernatorial and local races, this 
year’s ballot contains a referendum of 
particular interest to our Department. It is: 
Ballot Question No. 4 
New Jersey Bridge Rehabilitation and 
Improvement and Railroad Right of Way 
Preservation Bond Act of 1989 
This bond issue would make a difference to 
the Department and to the state. It would 
provide money to rehabilitate many state, 
local or un-owned bridges in New Jersey: 
¢ $45 million to rehabilitate bridges on the 
state highway system 
¢ $45 million to repair bridges that carry 
county or municipal roadways 
Some of you may remember that we 
received $135 million from a bridge bond 
issue in 1983. There’s no money left from 
that one. At this time, neither the state, the 
municipalities nor the counties have enough 
money to repair every deteriorating bridge in 
New Jersey. As you know, federal aid is 
limited and not all bridges qualify for what is 
available. 
Many of you already are aware of how 


Rte. 55 adds 13 miles, p.3 


Governor Kean opened the 
final sections on October 2. 


NJDOTers comment 
on changes, p.5-6 


Photos show employees on 
recent mobility assignments. 


NJDOT places 2nd, p.7 


The NJDOT Sports Challenge 
team took second place in the 
annual state competition. 


Bridge bond is ballot question 


criticial the need is, but consider these facts: 

* New Jersey has 6,051 bridges. All are 
getting older and, at the same time, are 
carrying more and heavier traffic. 

¢ Many bridges are nearing the end of their 
useful life. 

° One third of our bridges need safety 
repairs or updating to current standards. 

¢ There are 78 closed bridges and 867 with 
weight restrictions throughout the state. 

This bond issue also provides $25 million 
for preserving irreplaceable rail rights of way 
throughout the state. These are unique, exist- 
ing paths that provide access to developed 
and re-developing communities. 

These rights of way, which would be 
almost impossible to replace once sold, could 
be preserved for future transportation needs 
and in the meantime be used as recreational 
or open spaces for enjoyment by all. They 
would also provide, at reasonable cost, poten- 
tial connections with existing transportation 
systems that may be needed in the future. 

Don’t forget to vote on November 8. 

P.S. Nice work this month on completing 
the much-welcomed 13-mile central segment 
of the Rte. 55 Freeway— and, on coming in 
second in the annual Governor’ s Physical 
Fitness Sports Challenge. 


COVER PHOTO: Gregory Spiritosanto, 
Design Engineer, and Nancy Ciarufoli, 
Principal Drafting Technician, inspect a bridge 
abutment on Rte. 38 in Burlington County. 


Thomas H. Kean, Governor 
Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting Commissioner 


The Transporter is published 10 times a year for 
the employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Room 
1500, Annex I, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2126. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department's Print Shop. 

Linda Artlip, Director of Communications; 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; Gerald 
Guarnieri and William Shaughnessy, Page 
Editors; Frank Bridgewater and Gabriel 
Palmieri, Graphic Artists; James Hadden, David 
Haytaian, Debbie Lawler, Randy Linthurst and 
Bonnie Williamson, Contributors; Jenni Jeavons, 
Rita Skillman and Linda Zajac, Support Staff. 


Briefs 


I-287 gets Blue 
‘Star designation 


I-287 was designated a 
Blue Star Memorial 
Highway at ceremonies on 
September 29. 

The Blue Star Highway 
concept was created by the 
New Jersey Legislature in 
1948 to honor New Jersey 
men and women who 
served in World War II. 
The program has spread 
across the nation linking 
dedicated highways ina 
nationwide memorial. 

1-287 is the final major 
highway in New Jersey to 
be dedicated. Other New 
Jersey Blue Star Highways 
include Rte. 22, I-78, I-80 
and portions of I-95 and I- 
295. 


Charitable drive 
begins in Oct. 


The New Jersey State 
Employees Charitable 
Campaign began on 
October 20. 

Employees may desig- 
nate a specific charity for 
each $26 donation. This 
donation may be a payroll 
deduction of one dollar or 
more or by cash. Those 
wishing to donate an 
amount up to $26 will have 
their contributions divided 
among all the participating 
charities. 

Employees will receive 
a chance for a reserved 
parking space for each $26 
donation. It will be close 
to the winner’s building at 
the Headquarters Complex. 


Tuition deadline 


Employees who plan to 
submit spring semester 
requests for the Career 
Development Tuition Aid 
Program must file forms by 
November 15. 


Pete Bosco; Regional Engineer, Design, Bill Dickenson; Principal Engineer Ed Skwara and Project 
Engineer, Construction Joe Sacco, pose beside the brand new section of Rte. 55. They and their staffs 
handled the day-to-day supervision of the project. 


Governor opens 13-mile section 
of Rte. 55 at rain-soaked ceremony 


Rain failed to dampen the 
spirits of the more than 300 
people who gathered with 
Governor Thomas H. Kean 
and Acting Commissioner 
Robert A. Innocenzi under an 
overpass in Gloucester County 
on October 2. The crowd cele- 
brated the completion of the 
13 miles of Route the 55 
Freeway that connect Route 
42 to Route 47. 

The ceremony once and for 
all put to rest one of Rte. 55’s 
old nicknames, the “road to 
nowhere.” In fact, the road is 
being hailed as critical to the 
future economic development 
of the Cumberland/Gloucester/ 
Camden County area. The 
median from Tylers Mill Road 
to Route 42 will be large 
enough to accomodate 
possible future expansion of 
the PATCO high speed line to 
the Pitman-Glassboro area. 

“The Vineland-Millville 
area is the last metropolitan 


area in New Jersey to be con- 
nected to the state highway 
system,” said Frank Scyman- 
ski, Manager of the Roadway 
Design Standards. “Building 
this road was more than just 
geometrics.” 

The project required one of 
the largest right of way 
acquisitions in Department 
history — more than 700 
parcels of land. Economic and 
environmental issues kept 
stalling the project started in 
1963, including the removal of 
three landfills. 

“We needed so many 
permits for this job that I had 
to track them on a special 
map,” said Ed Skwara, 
Principal Engineer in Region 4 
Design, who worked on Rte. 
55 for 11 years. 

South Jersey’s sandy soil 
and high water table offered 
engineering challenges, 
according to Resident Engi- 
neeer Bob Gaffin. Extensive 


drainage systems were con- 
structed beneath the roadway. 
In addition to these tasks, 
the Department also had to 
deal with rumors that the 
proposed highway traversed 
an Indian burial ground. The 
story, “Highway to Hell,” 
made its way to the pages of 
the National Enquirer. An 
archeological dig eventually 
turned up ceramics and stone 
tools dating back to prehistoric 
times, but no burial sites. 
Recycled concrete was used 
for the first time on this 
construction. “We used it to 
reduce solid waste and it has 
since become an approved 
material, ““ Gaffin said. Tree 
stumps were also recycled. 
Region 4 Construction En- 
gineer Pete Bosco sums up the 
opinion of the NJDOT units 
who contributed to the Rte. 55 
Freeway projects this way: 
“The public’s going to geta 


darn good ride.” 


(LEFT) Steven Kook, Engineering Technician 5, has the 
best of two worlds. Two days a week he works ona 
mobility assignment on Route 24. The other three days 
are spent as a fulltime engineering student at Mercer 
County Community College. 


CF 


Gregory Spiritosanto, Design Engineer, and Nancy Ciarufoli, 
Principal Drafting Technician, discuss a feature of their Route 


Helen Whitehead, Engineering Technician III; Joseph Coult, 
Engineering Technician I, and Paul Easton, Transportation 


— 


Planner, face new challenges in Management Information Systems. 


(ABOVE) Michael Savage, Senior Engineer, 
gets hands-on experience on I-287. 


(LEFT) Edward D'Zurilla, Assistant 
Engineer, discusses his assignment with 
his new boss, Carmen Consiglio, Project 
Engineer. 


(BELOW) William Bialowasz, Right of Way 
Negotiator, has traded his business suit for 
jeans in his mobility assignment. Here he 
examines a broken pipe on I-287. 
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(LEFT) Steven Kook, Engineering Technician 5, has the 
best of two worlds. Two days a week he works on a 
mobility assignment on Route 24. The other three days 
are spent as a fulltime engineering student at Mercer 
County Community College. 
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Planner, face new challenges in Management Information Systems. 


(ABOVE) Michael Savage, Senior Engineer, 
gets hands-on experience on I-287. 


(LEFT) Edward D'Zurilla, Assistant 
Engineer, discusses his assignment with 
his new boss, Carmen Consiglio, Project 
Engineer. 


(BELOW) William Bialowasz, Right of Way 
Negotiator, has traded his business suit for 
jeans in his mobility assignment. Here he 
examines a broken pipe on I-287. 


On August 1 Ernest Nolan 
was appointed Acting Director 
of Region II. He was 
formerly Region II Construc- 


ENGAGED: Sheryl 
Clemons of Region II Design 
was engaged on June 15. She 
plans to wed in May 1990. 

ALIS PE: Assistant 
Engineer Ali Najem received 
his Professional Engineer’s 
license on September 1. 

ATTA-BOY: Crew 256 
from the Secaucus Yard re- 
ceived a warm thank you from 
Clifton for the repairs they 
performed on the pedestrian 
tunnel under Rte. 46 near 
Christopher Columbus Middle 
School. The crew fixed the 
ceiling and gates and painted 
over the graffitti. Vice 


Frank J. Inverso, Crew 
Supvr. Machine Shop, C&M, 
41 yrs; John W. Nettleton, 
Supvr. of Outdoor Advertis- 
ing, C&M, 35 yrs.; Frank 
Spinozzi, C&M Techn. I, 
C&M, 35 yrs.; Edward T. 


Angeline Mayer, 61, died 
September 11 in Philadelphia. 
Mayer was a Principal Clerk 
Stenographer in Right of Way 
since 1979. She is survived by 
a daughter, several brothers 
and sisters and three grand- 
children. 

James Passafiume, 40, died 
September 16 after surgery at 


tion Engineer. Nolan replaces 
Al Alaimo who retired this 
summer after 20 years of 
service to the department. 


Principal Charles Gersie said 
the repairs improved student 
health and safety. 

Assistant Crew Supervisor 
Ken Bendel, MWIs Henry 
Lednovich and Steve Vosk, 
Bridge Repairers Joe Martin 
and Guy Toscano and Lodi 
Welder Al Williams did the 
work. 

RETIREMENT DINNER: 
Frank Herrera’s 44 years of 
service to the Department will 
be celebrated at a retirement 
dinner on December 8. For 
more information contact 
Joanne Linik at (609) 530- 
2628. 


DeBow, C&M Techn. III, 
C&M, 25 yrs.; Owen 
Trombley, Chief Bridge Oper. 
II, Design ROW, 14 yrs.; 
John Szucs, Machinist, 

C&M, 10 yrs. 


Orthopedic Hospital in Or- 
ange. Passafiume was an 
Engineer, Structural Plans and 
Specifications in the Bureau of 
Structural Project Manage- 
ment. He joined the Depart- 
ment in 1977. Passafiume is 
survived by his wife, Deborah, 
three sons, his father and two 
sisters. 


The second floor of the Main Office Building was cut away to 
produce an atrium similar to the one n the E & O building. 


MOB to open in 1990 


It’s almost done. 

The Department’s Main 
Office Building on Parkway 
Avenue, Ewing, will reopen in 
early 1990. Approximately 
500 employees in the 
Commissioner’s Office, 
Finance and Administration, 
Policy and Planning and Inter- 
agency Liaison will be housed 
in the refurbished facility. 

Director of Support 
Services Don Chiacchio said 
most renovations were done to 
meet modern fire codes. 

“We needed to add either 
more emergency exits or 
sprinklers to meet fire codes,’ 
said Chiacchio. “We decided 
to do both. We also took the 
opportunity to make the 
building energy efficient.” 

Other features of the refur- 
bished building include less 
glass, new rugs and furniture, 
a new freight elevator and 
modular work stations similar 
to those in the Engineering 
and Operations Building. 

“We learned a lot from the 


? 


E & O project,” said Chiac- 
chio. “We reduced the 
amount of glass by 40% to 
save energy. We reduced air 
pollution by specifying for- 
maldehyde-free rugs and 
furniture. We even installed a 
white sound system to reduce 
distractions from conversa- 
tions in nearby work stations.” 

An ad hoc committee of 
employees, union representa- 
tives and management will 
monitor air quality tests prior 
to the reopening. 

Chiacchio said the building 
has 12 independent computer- 
controlled mechanical 
systems. The systems allow 
more local temperature 
control. 

Contractors had problems 
when they ripped out the floor 
above the lobby. 

"When the contractor cut 
away the floor to create the 
atrium lobby we found one- 
inch rebar in the floor. They 
had a heck of a time cutting 
through it," Chiacchio said. 


NJDOT team 


NJDOT athletes rolled, ran, 
tugged and jumped into 
second place at the Third 
Annual New Jersey Sports 
Challenge. 

Approximately 1,000 state 
employees from 19 state 
agencies competed in volley- 
ball, bocce, tug-of-war, 60- 
yard shuttle run, 60-yard 


sprint, one-mile race walk and 


two-mile run. The competi- 


tion was held September 26 at 


the Headquarters Complex. 
In addition to the amateur 


state athletes, Able Kiviat, the 


oldest living Olympic medal 
winner at 97 years old, and 
Althea Gibson, the 1957 and 
58 Wimbledon champ, 
attended the competition. 


Kiviat won a silver in the 1500 


and a gold in the 3000-meter 
team race at the 1912 Olym- 
pics in Stockholm, Sweden. 

In addition to her Wimbel- 
don wins, Gibson played golf 
on the LPGA tour and also 
played semi-pro basketball 
and toured with the Harlem 
Globetrotters. 

NJDOT was asked to host 
the event after construction in 
downtown Trenton forced the 
Governor’s Council on 
Physical Fitness to look for 
another site. 
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Sports Chal- 
lenge Director 
Glenn Kasper 
said NJDOT's 


Hanlon and 

, the Headquar- 

_ ters buildings 

| and grounds 
crew, Region III 

Maintenance and 

.. Lawrence Yard 

Signs and Lines 

crews did a first 

_ Class job preparing 

' the fields and 

running areas. 

“The coopera- 

tion and logistics 
were unpar- 

relled. The 

running events were much 

safer thanks to their efforts. 

We didn’t receive one 

complaint,” said Kasper. 


Acting Commissioner Robert Innocenzi tosses a bocce ball while 
teammate Sandy Allen checks his form. 


finishes 2nd in Sports Challenge 


(ABOVE) Tug-of-war team 
members Kim Mooring, Gene 
Mooring, Andrea Baj and Al 
Virgilio prepare to pull their 
way to third place. 


(ABOVE LEFT) Dick Dunne 
finished first for the NJDOT in 
the two-mile run (11th overall). 


(BELOW) Chaurice McCleish 
tags John McCants in the 60- 
yard shuttle run. 


Todd Wolfram returns the ball 


during a game with the 
Department of Personnel. 


Here is a transportation milestone which brought national recognition. If you can identify the location of this photograph, send your answer 
in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the Transporter 
photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by November 6. 


Only 13 NJDOTers correctly identified the photograph of the 
ferry slip at the Hoboken Terminal. The correct replies came 
from: Raymond Kropinack, Sr. ROW Appraiser, ROW: Les 
Martin, Project Engineer, Bureau of Access and Development 
Impact Analysis; Charles Melillo, Area Supervisor, Region 1 
Maintenance; Magan M. Patel, Sr. Engineer, C&M Rail System; 
Michael Rella, Sr. Railroad Inspector, Freight Services; Amanda 


New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 


Deadline 
for the November issue 
November 1. 
Send in your 
‘Good News' forms 


E. Rush, Pr. Clerk Typist, Region 1 Maintenance; Doug Sailey, 
Pr. Engineer, Construction Engineering; Paul F. Schneider, Pr. 
Engineer, Region 5 Design; Walter L. Sharpe, Supervisor I, 
ROW; Tom Thatcher, Policy Analysis; John Williams, Supervi- 
sor, ROW; Anker Winther, Supervising Engineer, Construction 
Engineering; Charles W. Young, Project Engineer, Construction 
Engineering; 
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